ANALYSIS IN THE LATENCY PERIOD

support in this endeavour by reality. It is here that I see the reason
why we cannot expect assistance from the ego for the analytic
work which runs counter to all the child's ego trends, and why we
should come as soon as possible to terms with the unconscious
agencies in order to assure the co-operation of the ego by these means
step by step.

In contrast to small children, who are usually more inclined to
play with toys at the beginning of their analysis, children in the
latency period very soon start acting parts. With children of five
to ten years I have played games of this sort which have been
continued from one hour to another over periods of weeks and
months, and one game has only given place to another when all its
details and connections have been clarified by analysis. The game
which is then next started commonly displays the same complex-
directed phantasies in another form and with new details which lead
to deeper connections. The seven-year-old Inge, for instance, could
be described as a normal child so far as her nature and behaviour
was concerned, in spite of certain troubles whose full extent was
only revealed by analysis.1 For a considerable time she played an
office game with me, in which she was the manager who gave orders
of every sort and dictated letters and wrote them, in contrast to
her own severe inhibitions in learning and writing. In this her
desires to be a man were clearly recognizable. One day she gave up
this game and began to play at school with me. It is to be noted that
she not only found her lessons difficult and unpleasant but had a
great dislike for school itself. She now played at school with me for

1 Inge's analysis, which occupied 375 hours in all, was in the nature of a
prophylactic treatment. Her main trouble was an inhibition in regard to
school, which did not seem very marked when she first came to me but which,
in the course of her analysis, was discovered to be very deep-seated. Inge was
a lively and active child, with a good adaptation to society and throughout
could be called a normal child. Nevertheless, her analysis effected some re-
markable changes in her. It turned out that her liveliness was founded on an
active homosexual attitude and her generally good relations to boys on an
identification with them. Moreover, analysis first disclosed the severity of the
depressions she was liable to, and it showed that behind her apparent self-
confidence there was a severe sense of inferiority and a fear of failure which
were responsible for her difficulties in regard to school life. After her analysis
she had a much freer, happier amd more open nature, her relations to her
mother were more affectionate and frank and her sublimations increased in
number and stability. Inge succeeded in entering the age of puberty without
difficulty and developed satisfactorily. A change in her sexual attitude, as a
result of which her feminine components were able to come to the fore to a
much greater extent, augured well for her future life. In the seven years that
have elapsed since the end of her treatment, she has developed very satis-
factorily and has successfully entered the age of puberty.
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